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Stephen Hoffman

From: ecomment@pa.gov
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2020 8:39 PM
To: Environment-Committee@pasenate.com; IRRC; environmentalcommittee@pahouse.net; 

regcomments@pa.gov; ntroutman@pasen.gov; timothy.collins@pasenate.com; 
gking@pahousegop.com; siversen@pahouse.net

Cc: c-jflanaga@pa.gov
Subject: Comment received - Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559)

CAUTION: **EXTERNAL SENDER** This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

 
 
Re: eComment System 
 
The Department of Environmental Protection has received the following comments on 
Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559). 
 
Commenter Information:  
 
Alice Keyes  
(alicekeyes00@gmail.com)  
443 Oak St  
Cresco, PA 18326 US  

Comments entered:  
 
The switch from fossil fuels such as coal and oil to clean energy like wind and solar will not be 
welcomed by everyone, but it is critically important for the planet's survival, thus our survival. 
We are running out of time to turn this ship of destruction around, and bold action is needed 
right now.  
Yes, some jobs will be phased out, but new ones will emerge. My grandfather came to this 
country from Ireland at the age of 15 as an indentured servant to a blacksmith. Blacksmithing 
was an important job in the 1880's because everyone depended upon horses for transportation. 
When horses were replaced by automobiles starting in the early 1900's, many blacksmiths lost 
their jobs. My grandfather had to pivot. He learned how to repair car engines and opened the 
first gasoline and auto repair station in Summt, NJ. I'm sure that was difficult and scary, but it 
needed to be done because the world was not going to go backwards and he was clearsighted 
enough to see that there was an opportunity in the transition. He did very well for himself and 
his family. 
Similarly, our country and the world MUST stop burning fossil fuels and shift to renewable 
energy if our children are to have an Earth to call home. This is not political, but rather life and 
death science. Fossil fuels will be phased out (quickly, I hope), but if the government does this 
right, displaced workers can be retrained for jobs in the renewable energy sector. 
We need to be smart. We can't continue poisoning our planet and causing devastating climate 
change for the short term advantage of fossil fuel dollars. Those dollars won't stop the 



2

destruction of climate change, nor keep our children from getting cancer from all the pollution. 
As one of the leading greenhouse gas producing states in the country, Pennsylvania has a duty 
to clean up its act. We SHOULD be part of the RGGI.  

 
No attachments were included as part of this comment.  
 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Shirley 

 
Jessica Shirley 
Director, Office of Policy 
PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Rachel Carson State Office Building 
P.O. Box 2063 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 
Office: 717-783-8727 
Fax: 717-783-8926 
ecomment@pa.gov  


